
      Q NEWS 
A QUEST Publication                                                                                Spring 2013 Vol. XV No. 2 

 

                                      QUEST AT 200 
 

No – that’s not a misprint!  I know that Quest is about 20 years old – not 200 – but I am 
talking about the wonderful news that Quest now has 200 active members.  Thanks to all 
of our good efforts, we have enjoyed a steady stream of new faces.  And what great new 
faces they are; truly impressive. I am particularly grateful to each member who has 
brought in a friend or relative, or who has made an effort to promote Quest to members 
of clubs and organizations to which they belong.  Thank you!  And please, keep up the 
good work.  We need to maintain our recruitment efforts if Quest is to remain the vibrant 
organization that is so important to us all. 
 
My mission for the coming year is not only to continue to press our efforts at recruiting 
new members (next goal: 225), but to make Quest even more inclusive and open.  To-
ward that end we have increased the size of many of our committees, and opened up the 
process by which members of these committees are selected.  I encourage each of you to 
volunteer to serve on a committee in which you are interested or have some expertise. 
 
I also know that our social interactions, both at 25 Broadway and outside are important 
to all of us, and I encourage you to make full use of “Quest Invite” as you make plans to 
attend various cultural events around the city.  And watch the bulletin board for an-
nouncements about our wonderful Friday museum visits; they help enrich our overall 
Quest experience.  And stay tuned for information about our next Quest Travel program 
– in January. 
 
Finally, let me just say how much I appreciate the help, the ideas, the suggestions, and 
the cooperation that I have received from all of you.  Together we all make Quest a bet-
ter place.  Have a wonderful summer and don’t forget that on Tuesdays and Thursdays in 
June and July some of our very best class presentations will be repeated.  It’s a perfect 
time to invite your friends. 
 
Michael Wellner 
President 
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REMEMBERING WILLIAM SAFIRE 
 
In the Movers and Shakers course, Quest member 
Janise Bogard presented delightful reminiscences of 
her late brother-in-law, William Safire and his wife, 
Helene.  Safire achieved renown as a Nixon 
speechwriter and New York Times columnist.   These 
are some excerpts from Janise’s talk. 
 
One of the events that Helene laughs at now was her 
first tea party for the Senate wives.  The best tea ser-
vice and the silver teapot were in evidence, along 
with the perfect little sandwiches and cakes.  These 
were all set out on the long coffee table in the living 
room.  All went well till Heidi, the first of a long line of 
Bernese Mountain dogs entered the room.  “Hello, 
hello” said Helene.  The dog wagged her tail and ran 
up to her mistress, whereupon the great tail swept 
the tea things off the table onto the floor.  Helene 
would never scold a dog and calmly retrieved what 
remained of the tea.  She made a fresh pot and thus 
survived a trial by fire… or trial by dog.  She became a 
perfect hostess and was hard to ruffle – publicly.  
  
 

One of the highlights of the Washington year was the  
Safire Break the Fast dinner.  After Yom Kippur, the 
Day of Atonement, the Safires would host a dinner 
and all friends, Jews and non-Jews, were invited.  The 
food became famous, and no one ever refused that 
invitation.  At all their dinners, the speeches were as 
good as the food.  It was impossible not to enjoy 
whoever was one’s dinner partner.  All Safire family 
members were master speakers; they would enter-
tain with anecdotes and stories, but the best were 
the extraordinary puns and linguistic games.  Bill’s 
older brother, Leonard, who collaborated on some of 
Bill’s books, was a master of word usage.  The broth-
ers would make brilliant exchanges that delighted the 
company.  Interestingly, one of Bill’s nephews, Ken, 
teaches linguistics at Rutgers University. 

 
The house in Chevy Chase has a double garage with 
an apartment on the second floor.  This turned out to 
be wonderfully convenient for all the nephews, niec-
es and cousins of the family who needed a place to 
stay for a few days or a few months.  Peter Safir (he 
dropped the “e”), Bill’s older brother’s eldest son, 
was living in the apartment.  He often had his college 
mates and friends over and everyone enjoyed having 
them there.  One summer, there was a big demon-
stration. People were marching and holding banners 
and being as visible as possible.  I don’t remember 
what the noise was about that time, however, but 
the boys who were all Democrats were making their 
own noise.  Bill walked over to the apartment, sat on 
the floor with the gang and – as Helene put it – ex-
plained to them in his quiet manner how they were 

wrong!  They 
all had a mar-
velous time.  
Whether he 
convinced 
them or not, 
Bill was a ter-
rific uncle to 
have.  
             

              
 
 
 

Janise Bogard 
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MEET SONDRA GORDON 

 
She is Sandy to all of 
us at Quest.  Here 
she is talking to My-
ra Nissen. 
 
Myra:  What did you 
do in your life be-
fore Quest? 
 
Sandy:  Upon grad-
uating from Queens 
College, I embarked 
on two careers, one 
as a speech 

pathologist and second as wife to a New Jerseyan, Al. 
Initially, I worked at St. Barnabas Hospital, with a 
world famous cleft- palate surgeon, Dr. Peer. Later, to 
avoid the long commute on the unreliable railroad, I 
attended Monmouth University (then a college), to 
obtain teaching certification, and opened a speech 
therapy practice, while teaching in Middletown. After 
time out for three sons, I was invited to return to the 
school system, with the directive to establish a pro-
gram for mainstreamed hearing challenged students 
from sixth grade through high school, training the 
teachers, and working with the students; a most sat-
isfying career for 20 years. When Al retired, I resigned 
to aid him in passing the dental office on to our eld-
est son. Our second son is a periodontist, and our 
third son we lost to the computer industry! 
 
Myra: You have coordinated the Quest art history 
course for years.  How did you become interested in 
art?  
 
Sandy:  Al and I were given a painting by the architect 
who designed our home.  That was the beginning. We 
have been collecting and learning about art ever 
since, for many years at the New School. At the Insti-
tute for Retired Professionals (IRP), I was asked to 
coordinate the art course when the previous coordi-
nator became ill. When we left IRP to form Quest, I 
continued coordinating the art course.  It has now 
been 21 years and, hopefully, still counting.   

  
 
Myra:  You have invited some very prestigious people 
to Quest's Distinguished Guest Lecture Program.  
How do you do it?   
 
Sandy:  For years, Al and I have attended NYU's Cen-
ter for Global Affairs public forums, as well as other 
venues. When I hear a brilliant speaker, I corner her 
or him right after the lecture and present my case 
and Quest credentials.  I don't let them go until they 
say “yes.”  I can be very persuasive. Quest members 
have also recommended speakers. This year, Jerry 
Wiesenberg connected me to Ruth Gruber, the 102- 
year-old former journalist, and Carol Abrahamson 
found our Yip Harburg expert, Dr. Harriet Alonso. Bob 
Reiss and I are already planning the fall semester, and 
we have already signed two outstanding speakers. 
Wherever I go, I'm on the prowl for lecturers. 
 
Myra:  What are you favorite courses at Quest? 
 
Sandy:  Anything that makes me think, any courses 
that expose me to greater depths of knowledge. 
 
Myra:  Next fall Sandy will continue as coordinator of 
the speakers program and the art course.   How for-
tunate for all of us.  Now we can all continue to bene-
fit from Sandy’s efforts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2013 Election Results 
 

President:           Michael Wellner 
Vice President:  Carolyn McGuire 
Treasurer:           Caroline Thompson 
 
Council Members:  

Sandra Southwell (Incumbent) 
Wayne Cotter  
Beverly Francus  
Bob Moore  
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TAKE A NEIGHBORHOOD WALK IN QUEST’S BACKYARD 

 
Do you know that right around the corner from Quest 
is the start of Hudson River Park?  It’s the longest wa-
terfront park in the U.S.  To create it, five miles of de-
caying piers along Manhattan’s West Side were land-
scaped for recreational activities. 
 
Pick it up at the corner of Battery Place and West St.  

Watch for the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel on 
the left.  A land-
scaped median with 
low stone walls and 
comfortable bench-
es separates a walk-
ing path from the 
cycling and roller-
blading path.  There 
are wonderful sight 
lines of new and old 
buildings (brick, 
stone and glass) to 
the left and right of 
the walkway. 

 
A perfect 
view of the 
new Trade 
Center 
building 
looms on 
ahead.                           
Note the 
Downtown 
Athletic 
Club on the 
right and a 
gleaming 
glass resi-
dence aptly 
named Vi-
sionaire on 
the left. 
 
 
 

 
At 3rd Place, say “hello” to happy dogs in their dog 
park. 

 
 
At West Thames St., you find children in their play-
ground. 

 
 
Next:  Battery Park City neighborhood green playing 
field and basketball courts. 

 
 Continued on p. 5 
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NEIGHBORHOOD WALK (continued) 
 
Admire wonderful Liberty Community Gardens; plots 
leased for the growing season to Battery Park City 
Community residents.   What a wealth of flowers and 
vegetables this lovingly tended urban garden puts 
out. 

 
 
At Albany Street, the World Financial Center is on the 
left.  You’ll be curving alongside its buildings (this Sec-
tion is unfinished for now).   To your right is Ground 
Zero. 
 
Until street level construction is completed, detour 
into the WFC and get a snack. 
 

 
 
Pick up Park Trail at the corner of Vesey St.  You’ll 
pass global business giant Goldman Sachs. 
 
 
 

 
 
Note the new ball fields for Battery Park City North-
End dwellers (at Murray St.) 
 
Education Row:  IS 89 schoolyard on left (Chambers 
St); Stuyvesant HS next block (Harrison St) 
 
Now the view opens to the Hudson River and NJ sky-
line (Jersey City and north to Hoboken) 

 
 
Walk up to North Moore St – pier stretches out into 
the river 
 
You’ve now reached Tribeca (Quest’s old neighbor-
hood).  On the right is Borough of Manhattan Com-
munity College (BMCC). 
 

 
 

HAPPY WALKING
5 



 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT IN PLEASANTVILLE 
 

Frank Lloyd Wright started building his “Usonian” 
homes in the 1930s — simplified developments from 
his earlier prairie houses which had brought his rede-
signed, open-plan ways of living to a modest size and 
budget. (Usonia is an acronym for United States of 
North America.  Wright added the "i" because he felt 
it sounded better that way). 

The Usonian community in Pleasantville, New York, is 
relatively late in Wright's creative process: he devel-
oped the master plan in 1947. Fifty Usonian-style 
houses, with much variety within the common 
theme, are spread around 100 acres of woodland, 
with common land and facilities shared as a coopera-
tive. Wright personally designed three of the houses, 
of which two remain more or less unchanged today. 

Ellie Chernick gave a presentation on Wright in the 
Architecture class and talked about the Usonia Com-
munity.    She so piqued the interest of Questers El-
eanor Maurillo and Ida Anastasia that they were ea-
ger to visit Usonia. 

Ellie contacted Jo Rosen, a woman she had met in the 
1970s who had grown up in the Usonia Community. 
Ms. Rosen arranged for a Quest group to visit a 
Wright house owned and still lived in by the original 
owner, Roland Reisley. Mr. Reisley offered up a per-
sonal history of Usonia.  It was founded in the 60s by 
six couples who pooled their money to buy the hilly, 
wooded area, and then asked Wright to design hous-
es for them.  They established strict rules: no changes 
to the exterior structures or the landscape would be 
allowed.  

After 90 minutes of history, the Quest group was able 
to tour the Reisley house.  It was clear that the 
Usonian houses were designed to fit into the land-
scape as neatly as a finger in a glove. Huge windows 
allowed for the outdoors to be viewed from almost 
every room. A strong sense of community resulted in 
family life that included neighbors.   

The rest of us may not be as fortunate as Ellie to 

 

know someone who has lived in Usonia.  But we can 
visit it easily by car.  Usonia Road is on the east edge 
of Pleasantville in Westchester, about an hour's drive 
north of Manhattan. The easiest way to get there is 
to approach Pleasantville along route 120 (from I-
684); turn left onto Bear Ridge Road (if you’re coming 
from the south), and then take the first left onto 
Usonia Road.  Because the trees are so dense, it's 
best to visit Usonia in the winter when the trees are 
bare. 

 

 

 

 

Carports - the word as well as the idea - were one of 
the low-cost innovations Wright introduced through 
his Usonian homes. The Reisley house has a particu-
larly fine example. 

Roland and Ronny Reisley built the Reisley 
House with their honeymoon money in 1951 and 
continue to live in it. 

6 



 

QUEST DISTINGUISHED GUEST LECTURER SERIES 

Thanks to Sandy Gordon, our distinguished guest-
lecturer series continues to excite and amaze us.  
Some highlights from Spring 2013. 

GUEST: AMBASSADOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
LECTURE: CHINA, THEN AND NOW 

 
Ambassador Nicholas 
Platt reflected on his ca-
reer, and the develop-
ment of U.S.-China rela-
tions, from the 1960's to 
the present. He read ex-
cerpts from his recently 
published memoir, China 
Boys: How U.S. Relations 
with the PRC Began and 
Grew, which chronicles 

the diplomatic choreography of President Nixon’s his-
toric visit to China in 1973. Ambassador Platt shared 
his experiences and insights, and showed some of his 
"home movie" footage of early China and the Nixon 
trip, a unique period.  
 
GUEST: DR. HARRIET HYMAN ALONSO 
LECTURE: YIP HARBURG, LEGENDARY LYRICIST 
WITH A HEART, A BRAIN, AND THE NERVE! 

 
Yip Harburg, 
legendary lyri-
cist, who en-
riched the 
American 
Songbook with, 
Somewhere 
Over the Rain-
bow, Brother 
Can You Spare 

a Dime, April in Paris, How Are Things in Glocca Mo-
ra? and other favorites, was committed to social jus-
tice.  Dr. Alonso’s biography, Yip Harburg: Legendary 
Lyricist and Human Rights Activist used "his own 
words" from recorded interviews to paint a picture of 
this exceptional talent.  Through her talk and selected 
recordings, she gave life to a courageous man and 
artist who risked it all for simple human truth. 

GUEST: Dr. RUTH GRUBER 
LECTURE:  AHEAD OF TIME, AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE 

 

 
 
 
One of the most moving presentations in the history 
of Quest took place on March 13, 2013 when Ruth 
Gruber, in her 102nd year, related anecdotes from her 
extraordinary life.  A packed auditorium first saw a 
documentary recounting her remarkable achieve-
ments: youngest Ph.D. (age 20) from the University of 
Cologne (earned in 1931 as Hitler seized power in 
Germany); first foreign correspondent (a woman, no 
less) to fly into the Soviet Arctic; responsible for 
bringing 1000 Jewish refugees from Italy to the US 
during WW II; only photojournalist aboard the leg-
endary Jewish refugee ship, Exodus; author of 11 
books.  She gave us a most memorable afternoon. 
 
GUEST:  Dr. GLEN WHITNEY 
LECTURE:   ADULTS CAN HAVE MATH FUN, TOO! 

Dr. Whitney, founder and 
director of the new Mu-
seum of Mathematics 
demonstrated what 
“hands-on” mathematics 
is all about.   Although 
geometric figures were 
the focus of his talk, the 
ensuing audience partici-
pation appeared more 
oriented towards chaos 
theory.   No matter, we 
learned and laughed.                                                                                    

Ruth Gruber (l.) and Sandy Gordon 
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MEMORIAL TO BARBARA SPECTOR KARR 
 

 
AFTER THE MEMORIAL  
Betty Farber   
 
After the memorial at the chapel on First Avenue 
Friends gather ‘round. 
We hug, chat and remember loss. 
One friend no longer there. 
But the others who surround me 
Keep her in the album of my memory.  
 
These friendships are the links that keep me strong. 
(Once someone told me that she didn’t want  
The chance to know old people very well 
 

 
 
Because she worried that they’d soon be gone 
And she’d be sad without them.)  
 
Now a grand lady takes her leave. 
I’ll remember her words, her smile 
Her encouragement. How sad  
If I denied her friendship out of fear 
That her story would come to an end one day. 
 
Life will go on with sweet memories and sad,  
And I’ll remember her ‘til my last page is turned. 
And I will share memories with friends 
In friendships that will go on forever. 

 
 

                     
 
 

OUR POETRY CIRCLE: for Barbara Spector Karr 
Barbara P Gordon 
 
you let us know you, Barbara 
told us everything 
each poem a revelation-- 
fragment of your life 
 
cross-cutting through time 
depending on the catalyst 
that jogged your memory that day 

 
a daughter phoning, fully grown 
then suddenly a babe 
 
mother, kitchens, husbands, friends 
all the places that you lived 
so fearless in your nakedness 
provoking us, the sharers 
to dare and bare as well 
 
thank you for your art and for your heart 
with all our love 
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